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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Cental Intelligence

FROM : |
Acting Legislative Counsel

SUBJECT : Guidelines on Briefing Congressional
. Oversight Committees on Presidential
Decisions

REFERENCE : Paragraph 4 of Your Memorandum on
Conversation with Dr. Brzezinski, dated
15 February 1978

1. [JAction Requested: Authorization for my Office to
notify the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and the House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence that they will be
briefed on PD-19 and subsequent Presidential decisions on
intelligence by the NSC staff.

2. [1Background: Paragraph four of your memorandum of
conversation with Dr. Brzezinski on 14 February contained the
statement that you would inform the Committees that Dr., Brzezinski's
staff would arrange to brief the two Select Committees on PD-19
and also contained the agreement that the NSC staff would brief the
Committees on all Presidential decisions on intelligence. It is
my assumption that you wish my Office to inform the Select Committees
of this undertanding with the National Security Council. ILLEGII

3. Recommendation: That you approve OLC's notifying the
two Select Committees that the NSC staff will brief them on PD-19
and future Presidential dec¥sions on intelligence.
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I am requesting authorization
for OLC to advise oversight
committees that they will be
briefed on PD-19 and subsequent
Presidential decisions on
intelligence by the NSC staff.

I assume this mode has been
selected as an alternative to
providing the document to the
committees, However, I
understand the Boland Committesg
is hardening its position and they
insist on getting PD-19 and that
PD-24 is also of interest,

As I understand it, PD-19
implements electronic
surveillance guidelines and, I
think, it would be hard to with-
hold, from the oversight
committees under a claim of
Executive privilege, PD-24 is
of a different nature as it
contains instructions for
negotiating positions.

I believe concern should
concentrate on the substance of
the documents as well as their
form., We can play the string
out.but, eventually, if push
comes to shove, Lipshutz would
have to be on board as well as
the Attorney General if
Executive privilege is asserted,

The bottom line of my

recommendation is that denial
/Ezf a document be reserved for
those instances where there is

(over, please)
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a reasonable expectation of
winning, '

. I am not confident this is the
case with PD-19, If we carry
the message for you we are
getting you into the.middle of a
very unclear situation. I don't
want to hold up implementing
your instructions, but want to
let you know how I see it.




